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maverick. “If you let them pigeonhole you,
you're done.”

For this couple, love of art and architecture
provide a common thread. When they met
he owned a small beach house in New
England, while she lived in a big southern
Texas mansion. Their give and take
provides the nuances that work so well.
“We went completely contemporary this
time,” she says. “But I was fearful about
how it would be.” That fear evaporated the
moment she set eyes on her new home.

The approach is understated from the
street, melding in, with its flat rooftops
hidden away. One approaches down a
long concrete-and-paver driveway with
low-profile LED lights. The entrance has
a large courtyard sculpture, a 40-foot-
wide stainless steel water feature and
monogrammed stainless steel gates.

In through the stainless steel front doors,
the view expands to infinite horizons.
“Stunning,” was her brother’s first appraisal

— from a man not easily impressed. Touch
a button, and the doors disappear into
stone, opening to the vastness outside. A
soft breeze enters. One is struck by the
incredible balance, by the way so many
dissimilar elements simply... fit.

Mountain contemporary might be the
most apt description — a setting for an
adventurous and social lifestyle, for life
and beauty. Ideas flowed freely between
architect, interior designer and owners: “It
was a simpatico between us.”

Here, Western art is right at home with
modern steel and soft furnishings. It would
be safe to say that the neutral palette fairly
explodes at the red glass bar, black stools
and walnut cabinetry. Here, the couple had
another good-natured tussle over design.
He says, “I was anti-red bar, and I'll admit
I was 100 percent wrong on that one.”

Like a fine resort, the main living space is
large-scale, under 360-degree clearstory
windows above. With various seating areas,
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"ARCHITECTURE IS THE TRIUMPH
OF HUMAN IMAGINATION OVER
MATERIALS, METHODS, AND MEN,
TO PUT MAN INTO POSSESSION
OF HIS OWN EARTH.”

- FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 1930

/=S, e Canl

Winter | Spring 2012 51




52

As a premier builder of fine crafted homes and commercial properties, Doric, inc.
is founded upon the time-honored tradition of carpenters as quality builders. As
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LIGHT TOUCHES
JAPANESE MAPLES
AND FLOWING WATER.
“A PLACE TO CURL UP
WITH A BOOK AND
FEEL PEACEFUL.”

with friends at an impromptu party,
enjoying a beautiful meal, relishing the
place they've created together.

“Many people we know come from very
traditional homes, and we didn’t expect
them to love it,” she says. “It’s amazing
how enthusiastic they have been. The high
point was when my daughter came up and
said, “This is beautiful, and I want to come

back with the kids.””

As the day winds down, food arrives from
the magnificent chef’s kitchen through the
dining room to the antique table outdoors,
and a toast is proffered to the hosts.

Beyond are the deepening hues of
mountains and lake, and nearby the water
feature shot through with rich flames.
Finishes new and old reflect the firelight.

The dance goes on. CdA
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